
   [czech] . . . church planting
NLI continues to partner churches to plant more churches.  In Czech Republic a group of  churches are one and a half 

years into the project.  Only halfway through and it’s great to get reports like this one to remind us all of  what we are 
partnering together to accomplish . . . lives changed and communities influenced and it’s all for Jesus! 

Jarek & Jana Bily are planting a church in 
Novy Jicin. The following story illustrates the 
impact they are having in their town. It also 
demonstrates the commitment shown by their 
partner church, Calvary Church (UK), in 
mobilizing people on STM & prayer mission 
each year. Led by Paul & Gail Chamberlain, the 
church has faithfully partnered with NLI in both 
Slovakia & Czech.

“On STM (2009) we saw 5 people saved, 
which was the start of  the church. Going back 
on the prayer mission this year we met one of  
the girls who is still doing well. When her 
teacher was teaching Christianity in school she 
asked if  they could have someone come & teach 
who knew what they were talking about & who 
believed what they were saying. They invited 
Jarek & he is now teaching in the school on a 
regular basis.” Jan Henley (Prayer Team) 

 Calvary Church also sent an STM team in 
May. They met up with Bill Howell, (NLI) on a 
management trip at the time. He writes:

 
“When we were at lunch with Jarek & the 

STM team, the city mayor came over to talk 
with Jarek. She told him that any time he wants 
to use the new stage in the city center for a 
concert, festival, whatever, he would have her 
blessing, & anytime he wants to do things in the 
public square, that would also be good in her 
eyes. Jarek told me later that  the Lord has given 
him favor with many public leaders in the city, 
even though he would say he has not actually 
tried to make it happen.” 

In a culture that is proudly agnostic, this is 
an incredible breakthrough. Jarek & Jana have 
also opened a secondhand shop & plan to start a 
music academy in Novy Jicin.  

Caerphilly Castle, 
Wales

Only a short two hour 
drive away from us is 
the wonderful city of 

Cardiff.  But just eight 
miles north of that is 

the not so hidden 
gem of a castle called 

Caerphilly.  We can’t 
believe more of you 
aren’t rushing over 
here to check this 

place out.  Certainly 
one of the ‘cooler’ 

castles we’ve seen.  
Great history as per 

usual and a wonderful 
day out for a 

Canadian family still 
enamored by the 
oldness of things.
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Lauren’s Update
persistence & patience

Lauren has been doing awesome!  
That is the shortest, easiest way to 
describe it.  She is back in school 
(phew) and loving every minute of  it.  
Her teachers report to us that they too 
see the amazing changes that have 
happened in her over the short 6 weeks 
of  summer.  Improved speech, 
increased attention span, getting better 
at listening to instructions, the whole 
meal deal.

We have been concerned at times 
over the last couple of  months as we 

have seen a seizure occur once in a 
while.  These episodes are nothing like 
what we have dealt with in the past.  
They are short and don’t seem to slow 
her down as they have before.  It does 
seem to affect her behavior though by 
putting her on edge on those days. 

As I said they are few and far 
between but when we saw the first one 
we were quite disappointed, feeling like 
someone punched us in the gut.  It is 
comforting to know the Lord has 
Lauren in His hands and as we said the 
reports all remain positive!  Please do 
not let up in your prayers for this little 
girl. 

What’s Next?
2011 goals

Jesus says: “Don’t you believe that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me?” (John 14:10)  It is this unity that 
Jesus wants to give us.  That is the gift 
of  the Holy Spirit.  At NLI we know 
that this unity multiplies our efforts.

This month we have set our 
targets and ministry goals for next 
year.  Now the focus begins.  

•Trainers needed for leadership 
development in France, Romania and 
Slovenia.  

•Churches needed to help plant in 
Slovakia, Spain and Romania.  

•Short term mission teams for 
France, Albania and Ukraine.

My colleague, Paul, gave a 
presentation last week which included 
a conservative estimate of  the 
numbers of  people NLI will need to 
bring on staff/work with/partner with 
in order to make a significant impact in 
Europe.  That number . . . 15,010!

So we are asking all of  our friends 
to spread the word for us, we need help!   
People like Mark & Liz in Slovakia need 
partners who will help to establish 
evangelical witness in a town that has 
none.  Igor needs partners who will 
stand with him as he leads the ministry 
in Russia.  Our friend Jesus, that has a 
burden for his home of  Spain, needs 
like minded individuals and churches 
willing to give their time and energy to 
work alongside him in this country.  

To partner together effectively we 
will require the Holy Spirit to provide 

the unity Jesus spoke about, that He 
experiences with the Father!  

celebrate loud, loud, 
loud

In October we will take a few days 
to celebrate.  Celebrate what you ask? 

Well we’ve only been married for 
10 years but we thought that was still 
probably something worth celebrating.  
A fantastic group of  people have been 
organized to look after Lauren for a few 
days to give us the opportunity to get 
away on a combination anniversary 
weekend and ‘babymoon’.  Later on in 

Oct (18) we will celebrate Lauren’s 4th 
birthday.

Guess what?  We have another kid 
showing up in February!  Yep as Ice 
Age tells us, we are ‘adding to our 
herd’ (yes that is one of  Lauren’s movies 
that we’ve seen one too many times).  
Apparently we are eighteen weeks along 
and that means there is a mango sized 
child inside of  Kara.  As you can 
imagine we are pretty ‘chuffed’.  Kara is  
finding she has less energy than the first 
pregnancy, perhaps due to having an 
extremely active toddler.  No weird 
cravings though.  Please pray with us 
for a continued healthy pregnancy.

The Beach at Tyneside, 
Northumberland

We live almost in the dead center of 
England so it isn’t often that we get to see 
some cold ocean water.  At the beginning 
of August Doug’s brother came to visit and 
we were able to see another part of the 
country not yet explored.

As you can see Lauren absolutely loved 
the beach.  It was difficult to get her out of 
the water before she turned completely 
blue.  And as any parent knows, we were 
finding sand for several days after!

St. Mary’s Light House, Whitley Bay
A short hike from the beach was a 

lighthouse that we found out was the last place 
in England to have electricity run to it in the 
70’s. - Doug & Kara -


